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found and are composed of a thick capsular material surrounding
the organisms. These masses of cocci are frequently large enough to
be visible to the naked eye and appear as collections of granules the
size of tiny sand grains. Under the microscope they resemble mul-
berries. The capsular material forms a saclike membrane around
the entire colony, and other colonies or masses arise as though by
a process of budding. It appears likely that the formation of this
mass, which is coagulated plasma, is the result of coagulase produced
by pathogenic strains of Staphylococcus aureus.
Miscellaneous Cocci
In the genus Staphylococcus are placed sixteen species. All
of these have been found on the skin and mucous membranes of
man and animals and many have been isolated from milk of the
bovine. The pathogenic role of these species is quite questionable;
at least no serious infection is attributable to any of them. Their
chief importance is the confusion they may cause in the isolation
of pathogenic staphylococci. The routine use of blood agar, how-
ever, eliminates the confusion caused by the nonpathogenic species
of cocci, for none of them is hemolytic.
The genera Gaffkya and Sarcina likewise contain species which
may be found on the skin and mucous membranes of man and
animals. None of them is pathogenic to any marked extent, although
some have been considered to be the causes of the lesions from
which they were isolated.
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